CHAPTER XVI
RACING AND GAMES OF INDIA

POLO

POLO is par excellence the game of India in that it is from that
country that this fascinating and exciting amusement of rich
young men came into the world. From the hill principalities
of the Northern Himalaya, from Chitral and the statelets that
claim Alexandrine descent, was learnt by British officers the
fierce fast game of chaugan-bazi, played on oblong grounds
cut out of the hillside, on mountain ponies that scuttled up
and down the maidan at top speed amid the shouts and cheers
of the spectators.

The keeping of good and fast ponies is a rich man's
business, but because, at any rate in the early days in India,
ponies, ground, groom and fodder cost far less than in
Europe, the athletic young officers of the Army and the
Civil Services found the westernized version of chaugan-bazi
extremely to their liking. Authority saw that it developed
and stimulated the qualities desirable in officers, and looked
with some approval on it, as a competition to the universal
sport of horse-racing with its occasional disastrous effects
on purses and characters.

So popular became polo in India, that three times a
week in almost every station, from 4 to 6 P.M., it was played,
everyone bringing such ponies as he could train and muster.
Everyone contributed as now, so many chukurs, or quarter-
of-an-hour rounds to the game, and the sides were organized
by the administration accordingly.

The 'station game' on these lines was and is the rule of

life, especially of Army life.   But as the years went by and

205